Around 200 mL of eluent (chloroform/methanol) was run through the column before loading the sample. Approximately, 300-400 mg of crude SL dissolved in a small volume of ethanol was mixed with silica (3.5 gm) and evaporated under reduced pressure at 40 °C. Once the silica was fully dried into a free-flowing powder, it was loaded into the column. Diacetylaed form of lactonic SL was eluted from the column by using chloroform and methanol at a ratio of 98:2 and dried under vacuum at 40 °C and stored for further use. HPLC analysis showed a single peak of SL with more than 99% purity. Different functional groups present in the sample were identified by FT-IR spectroscopy (Bruker optics, vortex 70) confirming the
